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Shubha Deepavali
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We are excited and proud to be getting the chance to organize the Silver Jubilee Diwali
Program of Maharashtra Mandal of Pittsburgh (MMPGH)! It has been a wonderful journey for
this organization since its foundation in 1986 to date. It is a place thriving with new ideas, new
programs and new friendships! We are happy to be a part of this big family! This program will be
the last program to be organized by the current executive committee and it is time to hand over
the baton to the next president and the new team to lead the MMPGH to a brighter future.
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Looking back over the fun-filled but busy last year, we believe our team has tried out
several innovative ideas successfully during the course of this year:

e ‘Youth Forum’ to encourage participation by young adults
e Facebook group for MMPGH
® Youth Volunteering Scheme
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e Program Sponsorship Scheme
e “Setu Bandha Re! (Build the Bridges!)” — Promoting Friendships between the Newcomers to Pittsburgh and
Families Already Settled Here
® Planning & Organization of Kojagiri Pournima as a youthful event — a Dance and DJ Night!
Permitting of Vendor Stalls at MMPGH functions
Feasibility Exploration of Member-Paid programs

q@ﬁamﬁwqﬁwﬁrﬁﬂﬁ TS T T JEih FHIA It SN, Faraeiy fosfecrea oraan
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In addition to these activities, we are publishing the Silver-Jubilee special book “Watchal” (The Journey)

documenting the 25-year history of this organization written in words and pictures. We have also included an updated
MMPGH membership directory in this publication.
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We organized nine programs this year and you folks turned out in record numbers to grace these functions. You, the

members of MMPGH, have supported us whole-heartedly to make each of these programs successful and we would like
to thank each one of you for your help and encouragement.
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It is time for some of us to take a break from the formal committee work while some members of this team are
continuing on to serve next year as well. If you would like to join the new committee please do so. It is a worthwhile and
enriching experience. You may join the new committee by filling out the nomination form. The nomination process and
form are located on Page 10.
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MMPGH Blue Card membership is well over 90 now. Our sincere hope is that next year it will cross the 100 mark.
The financial condition of MMPGH today is fairly sound and we thank all the program sponsors and donors who provided
financial support above and beyond their annual membership dues. It is through your support that we were able to
organize special MMPGH events.

Thank you all for giving us an opportunity to serve you!

Shubha Deepavali ! and Best Wishes for a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year to you all !

MMPGH Committee 2009-10

L 2 2 4

qa2/12



TS g STerEn

1 a8 Tore Fgel AT IRUITH JfSedied] WA AT GRS HH Tlhed | Y00gA Afeh Hew!
SURMT BRI, "Hd FRIST Hewrel i Sasid UGS dRUIT © (090) M ey ay " 31 of. feo g
TN, 3 FRGIRG A S 3. AT IRauHMAN A1 =UE 91 I8 BR Saarerad =N, e 9 1. amor
A NErado.

OIS S eiacial Hd, AreaR qurdl 3. 3 S ATl SNl Yol Il FEHrl, dral
quTeT f21. 1 MeH SRS BTN U3 YSThR M1 Soa R0l Ao FIRE! Tl IR aroil |igd <o
-G @rEl MY oIS W Hare il hoedl SNa--mral gals, 3R SHHaY HRTYS AT a8rEl 7078
gt AR S

SRAGIHTO el s Torrageiren Rk dean ffg—oA Hferer <ol fid. a1 adiE tahn vey Sl
BI.

A Brief Account of Ganesh Chaturthi Celebration

This years’ Ganesh Chaturthi function was by far the largest function in terms of people attending! We had over
five hundred people attending the function. Dr. Dilip and Mrs. Nima Kar decided that this would be the last year that they
would do the Ganesh Pooja on behalf of MMPGH. The committee announced that from next year a young couple or
couples from MMPGH membership would be invited to do the pooja for MMPGH. To mark this transition, we had a
young couple Mr. Aditya and Mrs. Aparna Nemlekar join the Kars to do the Pooja this year! The pooja was led by the
temple priest Suresh Chandra Joshiji who explained the Sanskrit mantra really well citing examples drawn from everyday
life which made his narration lucid and interesting to children as well.

This year the Ganesh Pooja was marked by several special features: a fantastically decorated stage for the pooja, a
four-and-half year old boy Arnav Bedekar reciting the Ganesh Atharva Shirsha, a fourteen year old girl Rama Godse
leading Marathi Aaratis and an excellent talk by Swami Mukundananda about his journey in the search of inner happiness
leaving behind IIT engineering degree, [IM management degree and a top corporate job.

Keeping up with the tradition of past several years, the Mandal made a donation to the Hindu-Jain Temple this year
also on the occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi. This year's amount was $ 465.00.
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Many sets of hands worked tirelessly to make this event one of the smoothest run events of the year. The MMPGH
committee would like to express their heart-felt thanks to the following people and societies for their help and support:
Temple Arrangements: Mihir Jadhav, Chirag Manohar, Karan Bokil, Nikita Bokil, Apoorva Shinde, Suyash Fulay,
Vinal Sample, Ria Mulherkar, Aditee Shinde, Tania Mulherkar, Shakuntala Shinde, Anagha Manohar, Shubha Mullick
(HJT)
Pooja Aaras: Ratnakar Mujumdar, Poornima Sample, Gujrati Samaj, Sumedha Nagpal (HJT), Parminder Sharma (HJT)
Pooja, Aarati, Bhajan: Dilip Kar, Nima Kar, Aditya Nemlekar, Aparna Nemlekar, Arnav Bedekar, Rama Godse, Vinita
Belambe, Pradeep Fulay, Pramod Nemlekar, Suresh Chandra Joshiji
Mahaprasad Arrangements / Program: Natasha Nagpal, Kumar Apte, Nivedita Badami, Achala Phatak, Kiran Deoras,
Harshal Mulherkar, Nitin Shinde, Neeraj Medhekar, Maneesh Jadhav, Manali Sane, and Mr. Sanjay Mehta (HJT) for
organizing Swamiji’s talk
Photography: Shailesh Bokil, Manish Jadhav
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MMPGH committee would like to express their thanks to the following people for their generous donations for the
Ganesh Chaturthi function:
® Hemant & Jyoti Mulay ® Milind & Anagha Lele ® Dhananjay & Anshu Marathe ® Sangita Chakravarty
® Hemant & Gauri Bhave ® Rajendra & Laxmi Mahajan ® Nitin & Neeta Shinde ® Mohan & Nivedita Badami
® Mahesh & Manali Sane ® Rajesh & Preeti Divekar ® Aditya & Aparna Nemlekar ® Ajay & Vinita Belambe
® Sandeep & Mrinal Sabnis ® Ratnakar & Swati Mujumdar ® Vishnu & Vasudha Dharmadhikari
e Balwant & Vidya Dixit ® Satchidanand & Usha Rishi ® Sunder & Vandana Kekre ® Harsha & Kanchan Rao
Sunil & Rekha Parulkar ® Kiran & Sunil Deoras ® Shantanu & Veena Bhide ® “Anamika”
® Neeraj & Anjali Medhekar ® Niranjan & Sudha Dixit ® Pradeep & Jyotsna Fulay ® Sandeep Guhagarkar
® Subhash & Vaishali Hegde ® Pramod & Swaroop Nemlekar ® Sudhir & Anagha Manohar ®Dilip Mujumdar
® Tushar & Mita Lovalekar ® Deepak & Nirmal Kotwal ® Sharad & Asha Joshi ® Pradeep & Chitra Teredesai
® Niranjan & Sudha Dixit ® Anil & Pushpa Bhadsavle ® Ravindra & Madhuri Godse ® Sharad & Ranjana Ghate
® Arun & Shobha Jatkar ® Sanjay & Suchita Lambore

IR hRIhH

Coming Events

q) ISR Ao YehaR, T 3 aifeiar 2090
1 HRGATA |4 Afed $—I5NER HBavdrd 3ol MTe.
1) Kojagiri Pournima Friday, October 22, 2010
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All information about Kojagiri Night has been conveyed via E-Mail Invitation to all
the members.
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2) DIWALI 2010

Day and Date: Saturday, November 13, 2010

Time: 04:00 - 10:30 PM

Program Charges:

Location:

If the RSVP is received by October 30, then the program is free for Blue Card
Holding Members. For all others, please see Page 6.
Bradford Woods Elementary School, 41 Forest Road, Bradford Woods, PA - 15015

Please see the driving directions to Bradford Woods Elementry School on Page 6.

Program Outline:

04:00 - 05:30:
05:30 - 07:15:
07:15 - 07:30:
07:30 - 08:00:
08:00 - 09:00:
09:00 - 10:30:

Meet and Greet, Snacks

Entertainment Program (Please see page 7 for additional information)
Silver Jubilee Special Events

Annual General Body Meeting

Dinner

Dandia and Raffle

Yhemeie faoIei=n Suarrdt Seawq fohar Feuf3renl a1 TaRuiies ORI fagdahdl TS,

Mandal needs donations from members in the form of gift items or gift certificates for giving away to the raffle

winners.
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Evite for the Diwali Program will be sent out soon. Please RSVP by October 30, 2010. If you can't send your
response by e-mail, please call Mrs. Neeta Shinde (412-220-2410) or Mrs. Sangeeta Bokil (412-221-7502) by October 30.
Since the dinner will be catered, it is very important to respond by e-mail or by phone.
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Diwali Program Fees
You will be assessed a fee for attending the Diwali program if you are not a blue card member of the Mandal, or if you
did not RSVP before October 30. Please use the following work-sheet to calculate your fees. Send the check drawn in
favor of Maharashtra Mandal Pittsburgh to Dr. Anjali Medhekar 134 Hunters Run Drive, Moon Twp., PA - 15108.
MAHARASHTRA MANDAL OF GREATER PITTSBURGH DIWALI PROGRAM DUES:

If Informed: Before 10/30 After 10/30 Number Amount
Blue Card Members FREE $5 X =9
Others $25 $30 X =%
Students and

Children above 5 $10 $15 X =93

Directions to Diwali Venue

From Monroeville, Murrysville and Further East

* Take Exit 3 off Turnpike (I-76) West for Cranberry/19 South.

* Follow Rte. 19 South past I-79 and the Red Belt

* Turn right on to Bradford Road

* Turn left on Forest Road.

* Follow Forest Road down to Bradford Woods Elementary School. The school is on the right hand.

From Pittsburgh, South Hills and Points Further West and South

« If on 1-279, continue till it merges with 1-79.

* Follow I-79 North to Wexford Exit (# 73).

+ As you exit, stay in the middle lane.

* Turn right on to Route 910 (Wexford-Bayne Road).

* Follow Rte. 910 to Wexford Run Road.

* Turn left on to Wexford Run Road (traffic light) and continue for about a mile and a half.
« Turn right on to Bradford Road (this is the first stop sign).
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» Turn immediately right on to Forest Road and follow it to Bradford Woods Elementary School.

From North Hills

* Follow Rte. 19 North through Wexford.

* Turn left on to Bradford Road (traffic light).

« Turn left on to Forest Road and follow it to Bradford Woods Elementary School.

From Areas North of Wexford

* Follow Rte. 19 South.

* Turn RIGHT on to Bradford Road.

» Turn RIGHT on to Forest Road and follow it to Bradford Woods Elementary School.

From Route 910 (e.g. from points East of Wexford)

¢ Follow Route 910 West to Wexford Run Road. Then turn RIGHT on to Wexford Run Road.
e Then turn RIGHT on to Bradford Road.

o FlnaIIy turn RIGHT on to Forest Road and follow it to Bradford Woods Elementary School
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Diwali Entertainment Program Guidelines

This year's program will feature 90 minutes of entertainment items presented by children and adults. The
current Blue Card Members and those who register as Blue Card Members for the next year will have an
opportunity to present entertainment items. Please submit your entries by October 30, 2010 to one of the
following committee members:
Monica Jadhav: monica_jadhav@hotmail.com 724-969-0254
Sangeeta Bokil: bokilfamily @ gmail.com 412-221-7502
In order to accommodate everyone who wishes to participate we request that following guidelines should be
observed

A. Limit the length of a performance item to 5 minutes.

B. Be a presenter/participant in only one item of each type of entertainment

C. Pl select a Group item rather than a solo item wherever possible.
Each entry should include the following information:
1. Name(s) of participants:
2. Performance Type (skit, song, dance, magic, imitations, instrumental music, etc.):
3. Performance Details (title of the Song, skit outline, brief introduction to the dance or song, etc.)
4. Approximate Length of the Performance
5. Audio/Visual Equipment Requirements

We also need comperes for this program. Teenagers are encouraged to participate.

Compering is expected to be done in Marathi - all support/help needed for this will be provided by the committee.

- PUNERI PATI (!) -

Please note that we have to do a great deal of pre-planning so that all the entertainment items can be seen
on the stage without any confusion, snags or glitches.
Hence we will NOT accept any entries after October 30.
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Mr. Shailesh Patkar and Dr. Ratnakar Mujumdar have agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee for
selecting/suggesting the office-bearers of the next year's Executive Committee. Those who wish to serve on the Executive
Committee for 2011 should send their application for candidacy by October 30, 2010 to Dr. Shailesh Patkar or Dr.
Ratnakar Mujumdar. A blank copy of the application form is included on Page 9.
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Annual Membership Dues for the Year 2010-11

We would like to request you to send in your membership dues for the next year. Over 90 families became Blue
Card Members this year (please see the list) — one of the highest enrollments in the history of our Mandal. We
are very thankful to everyone who subscribed and we would like to request you to renew your membership at
your earliest convenience. Please urge your friends, on our behalf, to subscribe. With your help, we hope to
surpass this year’s tally and get more families to enroll and participate in MMPGH activities. Having a strong
base of Blue Card Members allows us to do a better job of planning events for our growing community. The
advantage to the Blue Card Members is not having to pay for any Mandal-organized program during the entire

year.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR YEAR 2010-2011 BLUE CARD MEMBERSHIP
Family Family Single Adult Student
(with Children over 5 yrs. (Just 2 adults, and/or
Of age) children under the age of 5)
$175 $ 140 $70 $ 40
Nomination FOrm .........ccoeeeeciiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiieeee e Page 10

List of 2009-10 Blue Card Members
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NOMINATION FORM FOR THE 2010-2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Date: ... /.... /2010

I , amember in good standing during the

year 2009-20010 hereby nominate:

() As a member of the Board of Directors of Maharashtra Mandal of Greater Pittsburgh, Inc. for the year
2010-2011

—-OR—

() As an officer of the Board of Directors of Maharashtra Mandal of Greater Pittsburgh, Inc. for the year
2010-2011 in the position of :

() President
() Vice President
() Secretary
() Treasurer

(Signature of the Nominator)

L , a member in good standing during the
year 2009-2010, hereby second the nomination.

(Signature of the Nominator)

I , a member in good standing during the
year 2009-2010, hereby accept the nomination.

(Signature of the Nominee)
Please send the completed nomination form to:

Mr. Shailesh Patkar, 114 Dolores Drive, Irwin, PA 15642 (724 744 0916)
OR
Dr. Ratnakar Mujumdar, 412 Forest Trail Drive, Wexford, PA 15090 (724 935 2344)

Election Procedure for the Board of Directors for 2010-2011

* The 2010-2011 Board of Directors will be elected during the General Body Meeting on November 13, 2010

» Nominations are invited from officers and members in good standing. The 2009-2010 Executive Committee
has appointed Mr. Shailesh Patkar as the Chairperson of the nominating committee.

* Only a member may nominate another member. The nominations must be seconded by another member and
accepted by the nominee. The nominee as well as the nominator and the person seconding the nomination must
all be members in good standing during 2009-2010.

PLEASE MAIL THE COMPLETED AND SIGNED NOMINATION FORMS BY 10/30/2010.
910/ 12



MMPGH Members List as of August 11, 2010

Name Name
1 Ambe, Prashant & Ameeta 40 | Joshi, Shubha
2 Ananthsubramanian, Seshan 41 | Kalbhor, Chetan & Sonawane, Sonali
3 Apte, Devdatta & Lynn 42 | Kamat, Nitin & Sonal
4 Badami, Mohan & Nivedita 43 | Kaneri, Anup & Sharada
5 Balsaraf, Dilip & Srikhande Neeva 44 | Kar, Dilip & Nima
6 Belambe, Ajay & Vinita 45 | Karawande, Vivek & Prajakta
7 Bhadsavale, Anil and Pushpa 46 | Kelkar, Shriram Anuradha
8 Bhamre, Vilas & Manisha 47 | Kotwal, Deepak & Nirmal
9 Bhatte, Harshad & Nivedita 48 | Kulkarni, Hrishikesh
10 | Bhavsar, Saurabh 49 | Kulkarni, Saroj
11 | Bhende, Shailesh & Mananda 50 | Lambore, Sanjay & Suchita
12 | Bhide, Shantanu & Veena 51 | Lele, Milind & Anagha
13 | Bokil, Shailesh & Sangeeta 52 | Lovalekar, Tushar & Mita
14 | Chaudhari, Narayan & Neela 53 | Mahajan, Rajendra & Laxmi
15 | Chauk, Shriniwas & Archana 54 | Manohar, Priyadarshan & Anagha
16 | Dandekar, Sameer & Swati 95 | Medhekar, Neeraj & Anjali
17 Deoras, Bhanu 56 | Moghe, Vinayak & Sucheta
18 | Deoras, Sunil & Kiran 57 | Mujumdar, Ratnakar & Swati
19 Deshmukh, Uday & Meenal 58 | Mulherkar, Harshal & Amita
20 | Dharmadhikari, Vishnu & Vasudha 99 | Nemlekar Aditya & Aparna
21 | Dighe, Shyam & Smita 60 | Nemlekar, Pramod & Swarup
22 | Divekar, Rajesh & Preeti 61 | Pai, Gitanjali
23 | Dixit, Abhijit & Vrushali 62 | Pandit, Santosh & Sunita
24 | Dixit, Niranjan & Sudha 63 | Paranjape, Ajit & Preeti
25 | Donthamasetty, Shashikiran & Vishakha | 64 | Paranjape, Shirish & Anjali
26 | Fulay, Pradeep & Jyotsna 65 | Parulkar, Sunil & Rekha
27 | Gandhi, Anant & Jyoti 66 | Patil, Rajeev & Sangeeta
28 | Ghate, Vijay & Sandhya 67 | Patil, Rajesh & Sonali
29 | Ginde, Kaustubh & Mayura 68 | Patil, Sunil & Vaibhavi
30 | Godbole, Girish & Deepa 69 | Patkar, Shailesh & Seema
31 | Godse, Ravindra & Madhuri 70 | Pearce, Usha
32 | Hattangady, Nitin & Anita 71 | Pevekar, Tejas & Deepali
33 | Hegde, Subhash & Vaishali 72 | Phatak, Achala
34 | Jadhav, Manish & Monica 73 | Pore, Yashodhan & Sarika
35 | Jadhav, Rajendra & Asawari 74 | Potdar, Arun
36 | Jatkar, Arun & Shobha 75 | Rajhans, Akshay
37 | Joag, Shreeya 76 | Ranganathan, Asmita & Ranga
38 | Joshi, Prasad & Sonali 77 | Raundhal, Mahesh
39 78

Joshi, Rajendra & Vrushali

Sabnis, Sandeep & Mrinal
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MMPGH Members List as of August 11, 2010.. CONTINUED

Name Name
79 Saboo, Santosh & Shilpa 87 | Shinde, Dilip & Shakuntala
80 Salgarkar, Advait 88 | Telang, Rahul & Ashwini
81 | Salunkhe, Bipin & Ashwini 89 | Thakar, Girish & Leena
82 | Sample, Vivek & Purnima 90 | Tripathi, Ravi & Pooja
83 | Sane, Mahesh & Manali 91 | Umredkar, Swati & Rajesh
84 | Sane, Mukund 92 | Vaidya, Minal
85 | Shete, Prakash & Leena 93 | Velankar, Sachin & Laxmi
86 | Shinde, Nitin & Neeta 94 | Warty, Vijay & Aarti
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